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Japan wins Olymplc team jumping gold

Hiroya Saito leaps 130 meters on way to Japan's gold
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ears of frustration with an emphatic
ictory Tuesday in the Olympic team
competition.
Before tens of thousands of screaming
Japanese fans, anchor Kazuyoshi Funaki sealed
the gold medal with a 125-meter jump |in
snowfall and windy conditions as the four-man
home squad finished with a total of 933.0
points.
Defending champion Germany, led by
three-time Olympian Dieter Thoma, took home
the silver in a distant 897.4 points while
Austria won bronze for the second straight
Olympics, scoring 881.5.

At the 1994 Lillehammer Olympics, Japan
had to settle for the Olympic silver when final
jumper Masahiko Harada flubbed on his last
effort and gifted the gold to Germany.

And for an instant, Japan’s gold medal
chances were put in doubt at the ski jumping
stadium in Hakuba when Harada, the Ng. 3
jumper this time, struggled with fog and poor
visibility on the inrun and traveled only 79.5
meters on his first try.

That put Japan back in fourth place after|the
first round of jumping. But the tide turned |in
the second round, when leadoff jumper
Takanobu Okabe unleashed a mammoth leap of
137 meters to break the large hill record.

Hiroya Saito followed with a 124-meter
effort before Harada redeemed himself with a
137-meter jump as Japan rose to the top of
standings and stayed there for good.

Bronze medalist at last week’s large hill
event, Harada shed tears as he hugged his
teammates before Funaki, the last jumper of the
day, secured Japan’s first gold medal in the
event.

“We did it, we did it,” Harada said, hi
voice cracking with emotion.

Tuesday’s event put a cap on a brilliant two
weeks of jumping by the home team, winning
two gold medals, one silver and one bronze.
(Kyodo News)

Jpans ski jumping team put an end to four
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Olympic Winter Games

THE XVIIl OLYMPJC WINTER GAMES, NAGAN

An Exciting Winter to Go for the GoldO
in the World of Ice and Snow(
February 1998, NaganoO
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Expect joy and cheering that transcends language and culture.O
The excitement will reach the world -and you.O

From people to people heart to heart(
Human Communications with NTTO

The Nagano Olympic Games will be held under theJ
themé Love and Participation.” O

www.ntt.co.jp/olympic/

NTT will participate through our digital network.
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